BACK CHANNELS TALKS 
WITH GERRY HEMMING 


This editor first met Gerry Hemming in the summer of 1991 
"tote at the Assassination Arctoves & Research Center in 
Washington, D.C. During our bnef encounter, Gerry, now a tattle 
grayer but still an imposing figure, told the writer of his days in the 
anti-Castro campaign and his views on certain aspects of the assas- 
sination of Pres bent Kennedy. In January Back Channels conduct- 
ed a phone interview with Gerry from his home in Florida. 

In the late 1950's, Gerry Hemming was pan of an anti-Castro 
group in Fionda caled the Intercontinental Penetration Force aka , 
Interpen. Their unofficial headquarters was a rooming house operat- 
ed by a spty, elderly lady named Neli Hamilton. It was from here 
that they planned their secret war against Castro. 

As a young man, Geny joined the Marines in 1954, after en- 
isling wtote sti under age. He took basic training at Jacksonville, 
Florida and later was selected to work as an air traffic controller. He 
served in duty stations in Kansas, 0 Toro, California and Hawai. 

White never actually serving with OJU (Office of Naval 
Intelligence), Hemming was approached by them shortly before his 
discharge. They were nterested in what I was doing with Castro's 
Cube, supplying them weapons. They wanted to get some informa- 
tion about security violations at Guantanamo where some time previ- 
ously some naval and. mame corps personnel were captured by 
Raoul Castro.* 

Hemming sab that at this time some of the Americans at the 
base were supplying guns and ammunition to the rebels. 

After returning home. Gerry went to an officers candidate pre- 
paratory school for the Naval Academy where he stayed for only a 
short period of time. "I decided that the Cuban thing was more in line 
with my warfare goals * 

By October, 1958, Hemming had begun to devote afl his ener- 
gy to the Cuban revolution. He was in Mexico at the time of 
Castro's victory over Batista and then tanked up with the 26th of July 
organization. He moved back to Los Angeles to help train the new 
rebel army. 

It was here, a! the new Cuban mission in Monterey Park, that 
Hemming was to have his first encounter with Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Because of his previous gun running deals. Hemming was al- 
ways looking over tos shoulder, ever watchful of F.B.I. surveiance. 
He was also, at this time, making secret arrangements to get his 
Cuban friends back home by way of Florida or Mexico. 

One day, as Hemming was working a! the mission, he was 
tob by a Cuban That there was an American looking for me. I went 
out and there was Oswald standing there." Oswald sab he wanted 
to join the group. Hemming “was abrupt with him and ran him off.’ 

The next morning over at the consulate,’ continued 
Hemming, "Oswab was seated inside the anle-room * Hemming 
asked the Cuban's vital Oswald was doing there. They (the 
Cuban*) thought Oswald was a friend of Hemming's because 
Oswab had asked to speak To the American.’ 

According to Hemming, Oswab was still on active duty with 
the Mannes and was livid that the Cuban’s woub invite an American 
mfttary man into the building. Hemming feared an “international inci- 
dent’ should Oswab be discovered. 
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A! this point, Hemming took Oswab outside. ’What is it you 
want?*, he asked, thinking Ihe young Marine was some sort of plant. 
Oswab replied, T want to go to Cuba and join the revolution * 

According to Hemming, Oswab, who had never met him be- 
fore, began using military code words describing where he was sta- 
tioned (LTA Base), what land of work he db and knew of Hemming's 
past military background. “Mannes don't talk to civilians and use that 
slang. They woub only say i to someone who they knew was a 
Marine. He's a snitch, or somebody's sending me somebody and 
now he’s going to tell me about me.“, sab an incredulous Hemming 

As they departed, Oswab sab to Hemming, II find you there 
(in Cuba). T know how to find people.’ 

In the spring of 1959, Hemming left Catafomia fa Cuba. As 
one of the few Americans allowed to enter the presidential palace, 
he knew wtualy everyone. White at the palace, Hemming was taken 
asbe by one of the men he knew whie at the Cuban mission at 
Monterey Park. The man sab, “do you remember your gringo 
buddy, the rabbit 7 He was here at the palace.’ The man was Lee 
Harvey Oswab. 

A day a so lata, Gerry was at his base at San Antonio de Los 
Banos on the Wight line when he was tob that there were two 
Americans anxious to see him. A man catted Johnny Monaco out of 
Key West sab he friend knew him from the Marines and Catafomia 
and wanted to speak wkh him. Whie not actually seeing Monaco's 
Triemf , Hemming was sure it was Oswab. 

In 1977, Hemming testified fa 13 1/2 hours before the House 
Select Committee investigating the JFK aesassnabon He tob the 
panel members his account of the Oswab meeting in LA and Cuba. 
The committee sab, This opens new doors’, concerning Oswald's 
activities. * The problem with you people is that you never ask the 
right questions’, sab Hemming. "You never mention the right 
names." 

In December, 1962, Hemming and he group of mercenaries 
were arrested by US Customs officers at Sombrero Cay after an 
abortive mission into Cuba to verify the wtfhdrawai of the nuclear 
weapons after the mesile crisis. After being released by their Lawyer, 
the group was taken to a Miami hotel only to be met by a hoard of 
reporters. Sanding alone among the throng of newsmen was 
Oswab. 

Hemming recalled another, bizarre incident that took place 
one week before the president was kitted. 

He was approached by two men in civilian dothes who wanted 
to know if Hemming and some of his friends woub serve as extra 
guards when JFK came to Miami on November 18, 1963. The man, 
whom Hemming believed to be a miitaiy intelligence officer, tob- 
them to come unarmed. 

He tob Hemming that a possible Cuban hit team might be in 
the area and since Hemming knew many of the Cuban’s he might be 
of some assistance. 

Hemming, smelling a set up, reluctantly agreed to go along. 
He sab that despite the warning not to come armed, one of his 
group came wih a 45 pistol. 

At the Miami airport. Hemming and his men stood within 20 
teet of the president. To this day he sti cant fully understand why 
they were there. 

Geny worked as a consultant on Oliver Stone's movie JFK 
and also had a bit part in it. Geny Hemming is a man with a great 
story to tell but for now he prefers to keep the past in check. 

(See page 2 fa more of Hemmngs thoughts on JFK) 
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